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     You are all invited to celebrate the 

induction of 8 new members into the 

Lower Verde River Valley Hall of Fame.  

Each recipient of this award is unique and 

has contributed in a very positive way to 

the betterment of the communities of the 

lower Verde River Valley.   

   Briefly, from Fountain Hills, these  

individuals are Pam Aister  who won the 

National "My Favorite Teacher" award in 

2001, Dr. Martin 

Brown  who has 

helped sponsor many 

community activities 

including the building 

of the Splash Park, 

Ginny Dickey  who 

serves on the Town 

Council and on many 

boards of non-profit 

organizations in town, Debbie Skehen  

who is president of the Historical Society 

and active in Chamber of Commerce  

activities, Sandi Thompson who is  

active in the Fountain Hills Cultural and 

Civic Association more than doubling the 

Town's collection of public art under her 

leadership, and Bob Travis  who has 

given 30 years of service to our town 

through his dedication to Kiwanis, the 

Boy and Cub Scout programs and many 

other groups.   

   From the Fort McDowell Yavapai  

Nation, Dock Dogka  who was the first 

resident of the reservation and was active 

in getting President Theodore Roosevelt 

to establish the reservation in 1903.   
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   From Rio Verde, volunteer Peg Glink  

current president-elect of the Fountain 

Hills Noon Rotary Club has served our 

region in many capacities. 

   Sally Ballee Atchinson  will also re-

ceive the new Legacy Award for being the 

first permanent resident to spend a night 

in her home in Fountain Hills in 1972.  

   Following the induction ceremony,  

attendees will be entertained by the  

MC6 A Capella group. 

Founded in 2004, they have 

performed all over the  

valley -- at events such as 

the Mesa Mormon Temple 

Christmas Lights, the Mesa 

Sister Cities Concert, the 

Mesa Blues and Jazz  

Festival, the Gilbert  

Constitution Days Fair,  

and the Phoenix Suns -- all with rave  

reviews.  It should be an enjoyable per-

formance.  
   The public is invited to attend this  

dinner meeting on Wednesday, March 24.  

Reservations for the dinner and induction 

must be made by Friday, March 12.  They 

can be made by telephoning dinner  

chairperson Jean Linzer  at 837-0762.  

The cost of the dinner is $30.   

   The dinner starts at 7:00 pm; cocktails 

are available at 6:00 pm at the Fountain 

Hills Community Center, 13001 N.  

LaMontana Drive, Fountain Hills. 

   The menu for this evening is Salad, Beef 

Filet, Red Roasted Potatoes, Bean Medley, 

Rolls and Butter, and Strawberry  

Cheesecake for dessert. 

 

Dates of Interest:       

       

¶ Mar 10, Wed, 11:30 am 

      Host Central AZ Museum 

      Assn Meeting 

¶ Mar 13, Sat, 10am-10 pm 

      St. Patrickõs Day 

      Fountain Park                

¶ Mar 24, Wed, 6-9 pm 

      Hall of Fame Induction 

      FH Community Center 

¶ May 18, Tues, 1-4 pm 

      International Museum Day 

¶ May 19, Wed, 6-9 pm 

      Historical Society Dinner 

      Paul Messenger speaker 

      FH Community Center 

       

 

L. Alan Cruikshank 

  Winter Hours  

Tuesday through Saturday. 

1-4 pm 

 

 

Store Hours  

Tuesday through Saturday     

1-4 pm 

Fountain Hills & Lower Verde River Valley 

MUSEUM & HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

River of Time Museum 

 

Hall of Fame Dinner  



         

   In the last issue of the Legacy, I reported that The Time Travelers , our junior docent program, was the recipient of a 

$1,000 grant from the Harold James Family Trust in Prescott.  Our first expenditure of these funds was made on  

February 16 when Fountain Hills students were bussed to the River of Time Museum for a tour conducted by this 

year's Time Travelers group.  It was a positive experience for everyone attending and we hope to be able to bring stu-

dents from nearby Scottsdale schools in the future.  We are so appreciative of Boe and Marie James , new members 

of the society, for making this grant possible. 

   We recently accepted the resignation of Stephen Jones, manager of the River Bank Store, this February.  Stephen 

brought much energy and expertise to the River Bank.  He raised the bar and succeeded in reaching it.  Our store is 

healthier and more successful since Stephen took over.  We'll miss his enthusiasm and dedication.  Our new Store 

Manager is Patt Canning and we welcome her talents to the job.  Please see page 5 for more information. 

   We sent out a request for donations to fund a history scholarship to a graduating senior at Fountain Hills High 

School.  We received several donations and are pleased to announce that a $500 scholarship will be presented at 

Awards Night in May.   The winning student is yet to be determined. 

   We look forward to hosting a meeting of the Central Arizona Museum Association members on March 10.   

Members will be coming from all over the valley to see our River of Time Museum and also will make a trip to Fort 

McDowell Adventures where they can walk the desert and view numerous Yavapai sites. 

 

   St. Patrick's Day will be celebrated on the 13th of March and many activities will occur at Fountain Park beginning at 

10:00 am and continuing until 10:00 pm that day.  Our world famous fountain will turn emerald green at noon and at 

6:00 pm.  There will be entertainment throughout the day and food and drinks will be on sale.    

   International Museum Day is on May 18 this year.  We are making plans to celebrate the occasion at the River of 

Time Museum and will keep you posted as they are finalized.  
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From the Presidentõs Desk by Debbie Skehen 

 

    

Our own Judy Starr Confer was recognized by the Four 

Peaks DAR Chapterõs first award honoring Women in 

American History.  Judy was nominated by Jean Boat-

man and Ann Stavely for her work as our  

Executive Director and helping make it a successful 

venture. 

   Judy aided in the design of our Museum and has 

served as Exec Dir for the past 6 years.   

   She has studied the history of the Fort McDowell 

Yavapai Nation and is a liaison with the Yavapai Com-

munity, working with the Tribal Council and other 

community members.  She has done much to unite 

Fountain Hills and Fort McDowell for common causes.  

The Yavapai also presented her with a special award for 

services. 

   Judy Conferõs good works will be presented at the 

State and National DAR Conventions for recognition. 
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From the Directorõs Desk by Judy Starr Confer 
       
      Many thanks to all of you who responded to our call for assistance with purchasing the lights in the  

Museum.  State Representative John Kavanagh also helped by arranging a conference with SRP lighting experts.  

We are acting on their recommendations and soon we will be going forward òbrightly.ó 

 

   Bonnie Kline is arranging a display of the Arizona Kidõs work to be installed next.  Yes, our own Carlos  

Hadaway, another of our esteemed Los Artistas Vaqueros, will have his work on display through April 15th.  

You may also purchase his beautiful work which is collected internationally. 

 

   Aggie Kramer, Hall of Fame member and long time Rio Verde resident, is working with us to plan a 

frundraiser in Rio Verde.  Weõll keep you posted. 

 

   My heartfelt thanks to Board Members Niobe Borman and Teena Borman for once again producing an out-

standing Pony Express. 

 

   Attending the Inauguration of Tribal Council 

Members V.P. Bernadine Burnette, Secretary 

Pansy Thomas, and Councilman at Large Paul 

Russell was indeed an honor and privilege.  

Roddy Pilcher invited the audience to dance 

Indian-style with the Yavapai.  It was great fun 

to participate and see our Town Council danc-

ing with the Yavapai Tribal Council.  Congratu-

lations to all of you and we wish you continued 

success for the Fort  

McDowell Yavapai Nation. 

   It is a privilege to work with all of the com-

munities represented by the River of Time Mu-

seum.  It is truly a regional museum.  See you 

all at the Hall of Fame dinner.  My personal congratulations to the 2010 inductees! 



~~~~~  Membership Gifts for 2010  ~~~~~  
We thank you for your generous donations!  

 Welcome  NEW MEMBERS   

Robert and Sally Bailey   * Travis Hackworthy   * Evelyn M. Munn  

Alan C. Pape * Carl and Judy Weir     
   

  

 

 

 

Trailblazer Level:  

     $2,500+  

 

 

Adventurer Level :   

     $1,000-2499 

 

 

 

Pioneer Level :   

     $500-999 

 

 

 

Wagonmaster Level :   

     $250-499 

 

 

 

Pathfinder Level:    

     $100-249 

*Fred & Barbara Hansen 

*John & Linda Kavanagh      

 

  Richard M. Carrabine 

*John & Carol Coates 

  Clara Dolan 

  Lee & Shirley Fisher 

 

 

  Hon. Joe & Ava Arpaio  

  Tony & Sally Atchinson 

  Loretta Bayne                       

  Jean & Doris Boatman 

  Art & Jeanette Carpentier 

  Craig & Jeanine Capirchio 

  Harold & Arlie Denomme 

  Bill & Shirley Eckhardt  

  Helen Felts 

*Jeff & Marla Fryer 

 

 

Bruce & Cassie Hansen 

Pat Hemmer 
Dr. Charles & Marilyn Humes  
Jim & Betty Isaacson  

Ed & Dolores Kehe 

Jon & Diana Klesner 

Allen & Sharon Koehlinger 
Robert & Marcia Krane 

Don & Lisa Lawrence 

 

  Donald & Judy Peters  

  David & Marilyn Ritchie  

*Dave & Edith Roberts 

  Val Stasik 

  Earl & Ann Stavely 

*Joanne Thyken  

  James & Roberta Urban 

  Tom & Pat Wells 

  Dori Wittrig  

 

*Jerry & Jackie Miles 

*John & Jane Mooty   

*Mary Zicarelli 

 

*Karen Holloway 

  Elert & Chris Johnson 

  Bill & Charlotte McCluskey 

  Brian & Denise McDermott 

 

Membership Report and Upgrades by Joe & Debbie Skehen 
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*Alan & Diane Cruikshank 

  Hosea & Lily Harkness 

  Boe & Marie James 
 

Marvin & Darline Leader 

Robert & Joan Lickman  

Jean Linzer 

Bill & Sally Mantle 

Velma Monks 

Roald & Ruth Nelson 

Ken & Phyllis Osterberg 
Clinton  & Rosiebelle Pattea  
 

 

*Joe & Debbie Skehen 

  Wayne & Anne Wicklund 

        and Snow 

*  Denotes Life Members  



Watch for our new look  

On  

www.riveroftimemuseum.org  
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      Meet Patt Canning , the new Manager of the River 

Bank Store.  Patt has agreed to take over this responsibility 

after Stephen Jones tendered his resignation.  

 

   Patt moved to Fountain Hills from Ridgefield, Connecti-

cut.  She was a board member of the Keeler Tavern Mu-

seum and was involved in the museum's gift shop as to staff-

ing, selling and stocking gifts.   

 

   Patt also was president of the Caudatowa Garden Club in 

Ridgefield. The club was involved in the beautification of the 

town. A Plant Sale was held every May which raised large 

sums of money and funded a scholarship to the High School 

each year.  

 

   Patt was instrumental in the gift to the town of Ridgefield 

of a flag pole and flag placed at the  Recreation Center in memory of September 11, 2001. 

 

   She also was a member of the Design Council in Ridgefield which was set up so that all plans for the town had to be 

approved by this council.  

 

   Patt was also an Incorporator of the Community Center and worked hard at the annual Christmas Tree Boutique 

which benefited the town.  Patt was a huge help at our River of Time Holiday Mart this last December. 

 

  We are extremely pleased that Patt has taken over this new responsibility.  She wrote to me  

"I promise to do my very best and live up to your expectations.  I truly want the shop to be a community experience 

that the Museum can be really proud of." 

 

   And Patt, I'm sure you will make it so.  We all look forward to working with you. 

 

    

 

    

 

From the River Bank by Patt Canning 
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   We lost a conscientious and dedicated volunteer this February, and 

it is only fitting that we recognize him and his contributions to the 

River of Time Museum in this issue. 

 

   Stephen Jones took on the enormously time consuming job of River 

Bank Store manager with enthusiasm and new ideas.  He fulfilled his 

mission of raising profits for the Museum offering a wide variety of 

items for sale in the store.   

 

 

 

 

 

   A special tribute to him and to his wife Diane, who became an added bo-

nus volunteer! 

 

   Thank you Stephen and Diane.  We will miss our daily interactions with 

you both. 

 

Volunteers 

From the desk of our Museum Archivist  
 

 

The following is excerpted from Arizona Trivia by Marshall Trimble, Arizona's State Historian, Phoenix:  Golden 

West Publishers, 1997, p. 16. 

 

In Arizona, it's considered coarse manners to correct a liar. 

 

   A well-know literary prodigy in the art of prevarication was Dick Wick Hall of Salome.  He claimed his 

town's mascot was a seven-year old frog that had never learned to swim, because, "he didn't need to."  

This community also boasted of a golf course called the Greasewood Lynx that was 247 miles long and 

had a par of 16,394.  The clubhouse not only rented golf clubs, but camping equipment, maps, canteens, 

and pack mules. 

   Arizona is covered with cactus, chaparral, sagebrush, canyons, and a lot of hot air.  Sherwin Williams 

claims credit for the Painted Desert; Frank Lloyd Wright for the design of the Grand Canyon; and Del 

Well says they built it; Payson claims its climate is so healthy they had to shoot somebody just to start a 

cemetery; Gila Bend claims it sells more waterpumps and fanbelts for cars than anywhere else in the 

world; Bullhead City claims it's really Alpine, but nobody's buying it.  Yuma has the best sense of Yuma 

and a Mexican food restaurant in Tucson claims the chile peppers in its servings are so hot you burn  

calories as you eat. 



 

Legacy  

What Will Yours Be?  

 

What will you bequeath to future  

generations?  How will the ideals and  

memories you cherish now be sustained 

then?  

The Mission of the River of Time Museum  

Is to recount and preserve the captivating 

past of the Lower Verde River Valley  

and to illustrate the vital role of water  

in our Sonoran Desert.  

 

   A bequest through your will, living trust or 

other estate plan will aid the work of the 

Museum and Historical Society and can provide 

significant tax savings for your estate.  You may 

make a gift by designating a specific amount, a 

percentage of your estate or the remainder of 

your estate after you have provided for other 

needs.  You may give cash, securities, real 

property or many types of personal property.  

   Please call the Director at 480/837 -2612 for a 

confidential consultation.  

   The IRS has designated this Society and 

Museum as a 501(c)(3) organization so donations 

are tax deductible.  Please consult your tax 

advisor for specific information.  
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For more information,  

please call  

 

480.837.2612  

Did you know~ ~ ~ ~ 

 

The òOld Puebloó is the  

nickname for 

TUCSON 
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Upcoming Events 
   Stephen Jones suggested we try a new idea at the River of Time Museum.  As a change of pace, he thought it would 

be interesting to ask individual artists to work on their craft in our Clinton Pattea Gallery and encourage visitors to the 

Museum to ask questions and view the process of creating a piece of art.  Some of the pieces created will be sold in 

the River Bank Store to raise money for the Museum.  

    

   The first artist-in residence was plein air water colorist Alan C. Pape.  He was observed painting both outdoors and 

then when the rains came, inside the Pattea Gallery.  Alan was trained by the National Historic Trust in revitalizing and 

preserving cities and towns using history as the stimulus.  He has been involved with over 50 projects, many in his na-

tive Wisconsin and in Ireland.  He has contributed some very creative ideas to help Fountain Hills develop a unique 

downtown vision.  His work has been donated to the museum and is for sale through the River Bank Store. 

 

   Sculptor Dr. Paul Kolwaite was the next artist to appear.  He worked in clay while in the Pattea Gallery and dis-

played several of his completed bronzes.  Paul is co-founder of the River of Time Museum, a Hall of Fame member and 

one of our Los Artistas Vaqueros. 

 

   Pat Kenney, Fountain Hills Resident and MCO Realtor, rounds out the program displaying and painting in the gallery 

from March 10 to 13.  She works primarily in oils.  Pat moved here 10 years ago from Michigan and began to seriously 

work on her art.  She has won several honors recently including winning 3rd place in the Fountain Hills Cultural Asso-

ciation competition, named Artist of the Month by the Fountain Hills Art League and won 1st place in the juried art 

show at the Radisson put on by the Fountain Hills Art League.  Her painting pictured here is titled òReady to Dance.  
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Yavapai Experience 
   Recently Mayor Jay Schlum enjoyed a rare tour of the Yavapai Reservation.  Executive Director Judy Starr 
Confer asked Yavapai Frank Martinez if he would take a few people on a unique trip through his native land.  
Linda Kavanagh and Debbie Skehen were fortunate to participate. 
 
   We first went north to view the beautiful valley that would have been flooded if the Orme Dam had been 
built.  The Yavapai strongly protested the building of the dam and in 1981 were finally successful when an 
alternative site for the dam was chosen in Washington DC.   
 
   Next was a visit to the cemetery, where we learned about many prominent Yavapai members, including 
Frank Harrison, who upon returning from World War II, discovered that he was not allowed to vote.  Harrison 
and Harry Austin filed suit and eventually the State Supreme Court ruled in their favor thus obtaining the vot-
ing rights for Native Americans in four states. 
 
   Frank's sturdy truck took us down over sand hills to the Verde River.  He even showed us his favorite fish-
ing spot - a beautiful location with white rapids near by and Four Peaks in the distance.  We looked for the 
bald eagle nest and watched the turkey buzzards circle in the sky. 
 
   Finally we drove through the many acres of pecan trees, stopped to pick up a few from the ground, and 
watched as the pecans were harvested by modern picking equipment. 
 
   All of us were extremely grateful that Frank Martinez graciously took the time to share stories and show us 
around the tribal land. 
 



  
      

  

WEõRE ON THE 

WB!! 

. 

THE LEGACY NEWSLETTER  

FOUNTAIN HILLS AND LOWER  

VERDE  RIVER VALLEY HISTORICAL  

SOCIETY AND MUSEUM  

P.O. Box 17445  

Fountain Hills, Arizona 85269  
 

Phone: 480-837-2612 

Fax 480-836-4292 

Email:       info@riveroftimemuseum.org 

The River of Time Museum is certified  

by the Arizona Historical Society  

NEW MEMBERSHIP AND RENEWAL APPLICATION  

General Individual Membership    PATHFINDER    $100 - $249 

     $25 / Year             

General Family Membership     WAGONMASTER   $250ñ$499 

     $35 / Year             

I would be interested in contributing    PIONEER    $500ñ$999 

On a higher financial level or a gift          

endowment or major bequest.     ADVENTURER    $1000ñ$2,499 

Please Contact Me     [    ]      

       TRAILBLAZER    $2,500 OR MORE  

Name(s):____________________________________________________Phone :__________________________________________________ 

Address:____________________________________________________ E-mail:__________________________________________________ 

Membership Payment of $__________________ enclosed or  

Please Charge my VISA or MASTERCARD  

Card# __________________________________ Expiration Date ______________________ 

Signature ________________________________________________________________ 

Å The IRS has designated this Society and Museum as a 501 (C) (3) organization.  

Donations are tax deductible to donor. Please consult your tax advisor for specific information.  

 

WEõRE ON THE WEB!! 

www.riveroftimemuseum.org  


