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      In 1999, Bob Boze Bell  bought 

True West magazine (published 

since 1953), became its Executive 

Editor, and moved the editorial of-

fices to Cave Creek, Arizona.  He is 

not new to the publishing business.  

He has published and illustrated 

groundbreaking books on the West.  

Among the subjects are Wyatt Earp, 

Billy the Kid and Doc Holliday.  His 

series of Western gunfights is titled: 

Classic Gunfights.  In addition to his 

efforts for True West, Boze' s work 

has appeared in Arizona Highways, 

Playboy and National Lampoon.  He 

has illustrated numerous book cov-

ers and appears as a guest speaker 

on the History Channel, Discovery 

Channel and the Westerns Channel.  

Some of the magazine's most popular 

subjects include Billy the Kid, Wyatt 

Earp, Calamity Jane, Jesse James, 

Wild Bill Hickok and Annie Oakley, 

among others.  As Executive Editor, 

Bob Boze Bell is featured on the True 

West Moments on Encore's Westerns 

Channel daily and answers inquiries 

that come in from around the world.  

   With several new books in the 

works and an aggressive expansion 

of the magazine, Boze shows no sign 

of slowing down.  "I'm having too 

much fun", he says, hard at work on 

a Sunday afternoon. "Work is only 

work if you'd rather be someplace 

else.  And I'm right where I want to 

be."  
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   The public is invited to attend this 

dinner meeting on Wednesday, Nov 

18.  Reservations for the dinner and 

presentation must be made by Sun-

day, Nov 15.  They can be made by 

sending an e -mail to  

reservations@riveroftimemuseum.org ,  

telephoning (480) 837 -2612 or going 

to the website, www.riveroftimemuseum.org .            

   The cost of the dinner is $18 for 

members and $22 for guests.   

   The dinner starts at 6:30 pm; cock-

tails are available at 6:00 pm at the 

Fountain Hills Community Center, 

13001 N. La Montana Drive. 

   The menu for this evening is Mixed 

Salad, Dinners Rolls and Butter, Roast 

Turkey and Dressing, Mashed Pota-

toes and Gravy, and Pumpkin Pie.  

Dates of Interest: 

¶ Nov 2, Mon, 1 pm 

      Volunteersõ Meeting 

¶ Nov 18, Wed, 6-9 pm 

      Historical Society Dinner 

¶ Nov 26, Thurs, 9 am 

      Thanksgiving Day Parade 

¶ Dec 4-24, Tues-Sat, 1-4 pm 

      Holiday Mart  

¶ Dec 5-6, Sat-Sun, 1-4 pm 

      River of Time Museum 

      Open House 

¶ Dec 6, Sun, 4-8 pm 

      Holiday Home Tour 

¶ Jan 20, Wed, 6-9 pm 

      Historical Society Dinner 

      òTeddy Rooseveltó 

¶ Jan 29, Fri, 5-7 pm 

      Pony Express Dinner @ 

      American Legion 

¶ Feb 4, Thurs, 2-6 pm 

      Pony Express Event 

L. Alan Cruikshank 

  Winter Hours  

Tuesday through Saturday . 

1-4 pm 

 

 

Store Hours  

Tues-Sat 1-4 pm 

 

Fountain Hills & Lower Verde River Valley  

MUSEUM & HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

River of Time Museum 

 

òChallenges of Keeping History Alive"   

mailto:reservations@riveroftimemuseum.org
http://www.riveroftimemuseum.org/


  

  We are bursting with pride over the beautiful mural and faux rock wall that now greet visitors to the Mu-

seum/Library lobby and entice them into the River of Time Museum.  A kiosk embedded in the wall con-

tains information about the Museum and the members of the Hall of Fame who contributed so much to the 

development of this region.  Rex Witte  of the Arizona Museum for Youth created the wall for us this past 

summer.   It is a wonderful addition to the Museum and we are so grateful for the financial grants received 

from the Fort McDowell Yavapai Nation , the Fountain Hills Community Foundation  (formerly the 

Sunridge Foundation ) and many, many individual donors.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
  And . . . the River of Time Museum will soon be featured on the jumbotron screen at the corner of Shea 

and the Beeline.  A video was created by Mike Renaud  and will be incorporated into the scenes on the 

big board show.  Next time you are at the traffic signals, watch for pictures of the exhibits in our Museum.  

   The plaque honoring our former Councilman Keith McMahan  has been received and the memorial is 

in the process of being completed.  It will be dedicated at the Incorporation Day ceremonies on Decem-

ber 5.  Members of Keith's family will be here for the dedication.  The memorial will be located outside at 

the southeast corner of the Museum building.  Watch for more news in the Fountain Hills Times as the date 

moves closer.  
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From the Presidentõs Desk by Debbie Skehen  
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From the Directorõs Desk by Judy Starr Confer  
   As you know, we are an all-volunteer Museum with the exception of myself who is employed at a 
half-time position.  In the last Legacy, I outlined briefly my qualifications for this position.  In this and 
future issues, I'll provide bullet copy about how my work days are spent.  The copy provided is in addi-
tion to the usual attending meetings, meeting with visitors, repairing museum exhibits, encouraging 
volunteers, and answering the wide range of telephone inquiries I receive each day (approximately 
3,000+ minutes per month). 

¶ The lobby wall - Many trips were made to artist Rex Witte's  home in Mesa to check on the pro-

gress of the faux rock wall.  This was followed by a couple week's of work in the lobby.  These were 
long days and on two occasions working all day and until 9:30 and 10:00 pm at night. 

¶ One day in October I researched photos and story content for the Fort McDowell Jumbotron sign 

(5 hours); met with filmmaker Michael Renaud  (2 hours) to review the materials and plan the video. 

¶ Author Gerard Guardiano  called and then came to the Museum and met with me for 4 hours and 

again two days later for more discussion.  His book will be titled "The History of the Lower Verde River 
Valley" and he said the time spent at the River of Time Museum viewing the exhibits, exploring our 
archives, and discussing his material with me was crucial to the success of his book. 

¶ I worked an additional six hours editing the material we delivered to the Casino IT Dept for the 
Jumbotron sign. 

   Future issues will continue to relate the unusual that makes no one day like any other at the River of 
Time Museum.   
   Happy Holidays to all our volunteers, supporters and visitors! 

<]fYWhcfÎg O]g\ D]gh 

 

Your Museum is in Need of  Holiday Items  for the Holiday Mart  

November 24 - December 24  

 Items may be dropped off at the Museum  

Tuesday - Saturday  

Hours 1 - 4 pm  



~~~~~  Membership Gifts for 2009  ~~~~~  

We Thank You One And All  

 Welcome  NEW MEMBERS   

The Hon. Joe and Ava Arpaio ~ Ed and Eleanor Cisak 
Shirley Hemphill ~ Marieke Lofgren ~ Katherine Wyper 

 
  

 

 

      

 

Trailblazer Level:  

     $2,500+  

 

 

Adventurer Level :   

     $1,000-2499 

 

 

 

Pioneer Level :   

     $500-999 

 

 

 

Wagonmaster Level :   

     $250-499 

 

 

 

Pathfinder Level:    

     $100-249 

Carl & Eunice Feinberg  

Fred & Barbara Hansen 
 

Richard M. Carrabine  

Walt Dunne  

Robert & Barbara Hegwood  

Elert & Chris Johnson 

Agnes Kramer  

Hon. Joe & Ava Arpaio  

Loretta Bayne 

John & Roseanna Bercel 

Jean & Doris Boatman  

Bob & Linda Burns 

Craig & Jeanine Capirchio  

Harold & Arlie Denomme  

Clara Dolan  

Bill & Shirley Eckhardt  

Helen Felts 

Lee & Shirley Fisher  

 

 

William & Lois Grate  

Bruce & Cassie Hansen 

Harold & June Hayer  

Pat Hemmer 

Dr. Charles & Marilyn 

Humes  

Jim & Betty Isaacson  

Ed & Dolores Kehe  

Jon & Diana Klesner 

Shelly Knuths 

Allen & Sharon Koehlinger  
Robert & Marcia Krane  

 

Clinton  & Rosiebelle Pattea  

Donald & Judy Peters  

David & Marilyn Ritchie  

Richard & Virginia Siegle  

Richard Sourant   

Val Stasik 

Earl & Ann Stavely  

Janet Thune  

Joanne Thyken  

James & Roberta Urban 

Tom & Pat Wells 

Dori Wittrig   

 

Dr. Keith & Dottie Millett  

Mary Zicarelli  

 

Hank & Susan Lickman  

Robert & Joan Lickman 

Jerry & Jackie Miles  

Robert Sternfels  

Robert & Diane Thomson  

 

Membership Report and Upgrades by Joe & Debbie Skehen  
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Alan & Diane Cruikshank  

Hosea & Lily Harkness 

Sami Jack 
 

Don & Lisa Lawrence-

Marvin & Darline Leader  

Jean Linzer 

Bill & Sally Mantle  

John & Denise McCarthy  

Brian & Denise McDermott  

Merritt & Joan Miller  

Velma Monks  

James & Sharon Morgan  

Roald & Ruth Nelson 

Wally & Sheila Nichols  

Ken & Phyllis Osterberg  

 

John Van Der Werf  & daughter Barbara Russo  
John & Jane Mooty  

John & Linda Kavanagh 

Joe & Debbie Skehen 
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   It's been a long summer here in Fountain Hills, but now that fall is in the air and our winter visitors are 

streaming back into Town, we're all expecting great things in the Museum.  If you haven't been in, you're 

missing a special treat.  And as always the Store is ramping up for the Holidays.  We have new note cards 

by our own Ellie Hanson , and Christmas note cards from her too.  We have new jewelry...well, we'll al-

ways keep bringing in new jewelry, but you knew that!  We have some new books, and some new art.  

   A new Potter from Nogal, NM, is on board and her work is very interesting and not very expensive.  

We're looking at a couple of new Fine Artists work as well, and hope to have those items in before 

Thanksgiving.  If you've seen any artist's work this summer and think it might go well in our Museum 

Store, please let us know about it.  

   Ray Rizzo  is the featured Artist in this Legacy.  You've seen his 

work in the Store, and we're adding some new items from him as 

well.  He is a metal artist and his wall hangings are nothing short of 

beautiful, which goes along with the prices too.  

   The item shown is " Running Horses";  there are three in back 

against the wall and two in front making it a 3 -D style wall hanging. 

It's only about 36" long and 10" high.  The metal texture is called 

"rainbow".  The photo really cannot do this piece justice, so please 

come on in and take a look for yourselves.  It is hanging in our 

main Museum Lobby on the east wall.  Retail is $97.00 and with 

your 10% discount it works out to $87.30 and you won't even have 

to pay the 8.9% Fountain Hills sales tax.  

   The River Bank Museum Store is truly the place to shop for yourself and for your holiday and  special 

gifts.                                                                                                                                                             Stephen Jones 

                                                                                                                                                        Director of Marketing  

                                                                                                                                                                 River Bank Store 

From the River Bank by Stephen Jones  

 

 

   We launched our "Letter from Santa" holiday fundraiser at the Business Showcase on Oc-
tober 28th.  Forms are available at the Museum.  You may buy this special letter for a special 
child until December 10th (last day we can guarantee pre-Christmas delivery).  With the letter 
comes the original small book, "Southwest Santa".  All this for just $10 including postage.  

LETTER FROM SANTA  

  

 
    A meeting will be held on Monday, Nov 2, at 1 pm in the conference room located between the Museum 
and the library.  Pamela Mott , Treasurer of the Fort McDowell Yavapai Nation Tribal Council, will be our 
speaker and she will tell us about the  'coming of age' ceremony for her granddaughter last spring.    All do-
cents, diplomats, store sales people and interested persons are invited to attend.   

    Docents,  if you are unable to attend the meeting please contact Barbara  Wyman  at 837-9686 for informa-
tion about future plans.  Helen Felts  will be calling all docents to set up schedules for the new museum hours 
in November.  See you soon at our Museum with the beautiful new entry way and displays.  

VOLUNTEER MEETING  
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For this Issue of Legacy, we decided to highlight a smiling friendly per-

son who greets visitors to the museum - Helen Felts .  In the picture 

Helen is welcoming visitor Nancy McNamara.  

Helen has always been a very community oriented person, giving of 

herself whenever she can.  At the Museum, she is a Diplomat, schedules 

the Docents hours and helps out wherever she is needed.  

She volunteers at many places throughout the community and was a  

recipient of the Volunteer of the Year award from the Town.  

Helen came to Fountain Hills from Cincinnati.  She loves to play bridge           

and play golf.  

Thank you Helen for all you give to our Town and Museum.   

Helen is just one of the many wonderful volunteers at the River of Time.  We couldn't possibly operate 

without you.  Thank you all.  

 

 

Volunteers  

From the desk of our Museum Archivist  

 

The following is excerpted from Arizona Trivia  by Marshall Trimble, Arizona's State Historian, Phoenix:  Golden 

West Publishers, 1997, p. 62.  

 

"But it's a dry heat . . . ."  

   Weather forecasters have it pretty easy in Arizona once they learn to correctly pronounce words like 

Ajo (ah-ho), Gila (hee -lah), Saguaro (sa-war-oh), Tsegi (sig -ee) Canyon the Mazatzal (mah -sat-sail; pro-

nounced locally mat -a-zell) Mountains and the Mogollon (muggy -ohn) Rim.  Eight -five per cent of the time 

the sun shines, so by predicting sunny weather every day, they'll be right 85% of the time.  Forecasting 

the weather during Arizona's two rainy seasons -- December, January and February and the "monsoon" of 

July, August and early September -- is more difficult.  Still, it doesn't rain all that much during the rainy 

season, as some of the following records reveal.  No two years are exactly alike.  In January and February 

of 1993, Phoenix had more rain than Seattle, Washington.  Then, the rains suddenly quit.  It rained once in 

March but didn't rain again until August.  That July, for the first time in recorded history (since 1895) no 

measurable rain fell.  After a relatively dry rainy season, the clouds finally opened up in October, usually 

a dry month, and dropped record rains on the Phoenix area.  It was so wet you could get 1% milk straight 

from the cow.  It started out to be a wet winter but didn't end up that way.  the winter of 1993 -94 was one 

of the driest on record, and the cows went back to giving powdered milk.  Experts blamed this strange 

phenomenon on the warming of the ocean's currents or El Nino.  But, natives say that's how it's always 

been in the desert -- a conundrum.  Natives never lose faith.  They have faith in that old cowboy axiom -- 

"It always rains after a dry spell."   



 

Legacy  

What Will Yours Be?  

 

What will you bequeath to future  

generations?  How will the ideals and  

memories you cherish now be 

sustained then?  

 

The Mission of the River of Time 

Museum  

Is to recount and preserve the 

captivating past  

of the Lower Verde River Valley  

and to illustrate the vital role of water  

in our Sonoran Desert.  

 

Your membership can go on into  

perpetuity and also provide you  

with significant tax savings for your 

estate.  
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 Do you 
have 

$8.24?   

 

If you have been in the Museum lately, you 

probably noticed that it is getting dark in 

there!  This is not because of Halloween, but 

because the overhead bulbs are burning 

out.  The Town has agreed to make us bright 

again, but unfortunately, the Town's budget 

for this year does not contain any funding for 

these bulbs.  Next year it will be in the 

budget, but in the mean time, we need help.  

We have approximately 125 bulbs in the 

ceiling and more than half have gone out.  

More are failing to come on with each day.  

To help us make it until the next year's 

budget goes into effect, would you consider 

buying a bulb and donating it to the Mu-

seum?  In actual fact, we will do the ordering 

and arrange for the lift to put them up, but 

we need some cash before an order can be 

made.  

The bulbs are $8.24 each and whatever 

you can contribute to this cause will be ex-

tremely appreciated.   

We  would hate to have to hand out flash-

lights to Museum visitors to use as they tour 

this wonderful Museum.  The only other re-

course would be to close our doors, and we 

certainly don't want that to happen.  

If you can help,  

we would be extremely grateful!  

 

 

 

For more information,  

please call  

 

480.837.2612  
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Recent Events 

 

      On Saturday, October 10, a dedication ceremony was held to cele-

brate the naming of the traveling exhibit room in the River of Time Mu-

seum in honor of one of our 

long time and greatest sup-

porters, Clinton M. Pattea , 

President of the Fort McDowell 

Yavapai Nation.  Many of 

President Pattea's  family 

members were in attendance 

and enjoyed viewing the nine -

foot-tall exhibits that highlight 

the Fort McDowell nation, its 

people and its history.  A por-

trait of President Pattea  was 

on display above a flat screen 

television which told of his 

many contributions and accomplishments.  

 

   President Pattea  is a member of the Fountain Hills Historical 

Society Board of Directors, a Trustee of the River of Time  

Museum Foundation and is a first -time selection into the Lower 

Verde River Valley Hall of Fame.   

  In his closing comments to those attending, he said "Not long 

ago, Fort McDowell was, for lack of a better word, impover-

ished.  We subsided just as our ancestors did.  We hunted and 

fished and grew our 

own food. . . We 

worked hard and 

made do with what 

we had because we were strong and determined to provide for 

ourselves.  The journey from poverty to prosperity means we 

have established a bright future.  I am proud to be a part of that 

history," Pattea  said.  "I am proud to call myself a Yavapai."  

    The Clinton M. Pattea Gallery will feature different exhibits 

from time to time that will be of interest to Museum visitors.  

Dedication of  

Clinton M. Pattea Gallery  . 
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Did you know ~ ~ ~  

that the Saguaro cactus can weigh 10 tons  

AND can reach a height of 60 feet!   

It is sometimes used as a Christmas tree in the desert  

 

 Recent Events 

 

Night at the Museum  

   Sandy Myhr  and Art Tolis   planned a 

very special evening for interested stu-

dents in grades four to six.  A Night at the 

Museum turned out to be a fun filled eve-

ning.  The students met the lady who is in 

the Museum's orientation film, Sabina 

Chester, a member of the Ft. McDowell 

Yavapai Community, who told ancient stories she had learned from her 

grandmother and tribal elders .  Sabina brought 4 11 -year -old girls 

from the tribe who performed in 

their tribal regalia for the group.  

They are part of a Ft. McDowell 

group called Daughters of Tradition.   

Everyone played a "scavenger for 

knowledge" game and prizes went 

to the winners.  Pizza and s'mores 

fed the hungry group of about 20 

students. 

 

  To end the evening, everyone 

watched "Night at the Museum" 

movie before their parents arrived to take them home.  

   The evening was designed to attract new students to join the Museum's 

Time Travelers program.  The Time Travelers are a group of junior do-

cents who study a specific section of the museum and then present what 

they have learned to various organizations.  They also assist at the annual 

Spaghetti Dinner and ride in the Museum's wagon in the Thanksgiving Pa-

rade.  If you know of a student who might be interested, please get in 

touch with Sandy at 480/664 -8085 or Art at 602/393 -8000. 
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2009 Holiday Mart  
Holiday Events at the River of Time Museum . . . 

                                                                                  By Arlie Denomme ðChair  

FULLY DECORATED HOLIDAY TREES RAFFLE!    FULLY DECORATED HOLIDAY TREES RAFFLE!      
   One can be yours!  Come and see these beautiful trees in the Museum lobby.  Mini to 7 ft. 

fully lighted trees.  We have the Holiday Tree Raffle tickets on sale for $1 each. Tickets may be 

purchased at the Museum or at CSI Printing, Grecian Hair Salon, Gridleyõs, Kay Kinderõs Foun-

tain Fashions and Sami Fine Jewelry.  Come in to the Museum and choose your favorite tree. 

This is called  'Chinese Auctionõ by some. 

   The drawing for these  trees will be held at the Museum on Sunday, December 6th at 2:00 

pm.  You do not need to be present to win.  All proceeds go to the L. Alan Cruikshank River of 

Time Museum. 

OPEN HOUSE AT THE RIVER OF TIME MUSEUM!OPEN HOUSE AT THE RIVER OF TIME MUSEUM! 
   The Annual Open House will be held on Saturday and Sunday from 1 ð 4 pm on December 

5th & 6th.   We encourage everyone to come and enjoy Docent led Tours, sip our punch, and 

eat our home baked cookies.  The Four Peaks Womenõs Club, Friends in the Hills Welcome 

Club and Museum volunteers baked these goodies. 

   Students from the Fountain Hills Charter School will display their Southwest Holiday Season 

Art in the Lobby.  Holiday Music will be played during the afternoon on Saturday and Sunday.  

   Museum Volunteers will have a Cookie Counter where you can purchase your Holiday 

Cookies.   Fountain Hills Historical Society Board members and volunteers will be there to 

greet, serve you and generally spread goodwill.   Come, meet them all.    This is your Mu-

seum and we welcome you to get into the spirit of the holidays with us!  
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      Looking for holiday gifts?   
 

Come to Southwest Santa's Workshop from December 4 - 24 from 1 - 4 pm  in the Clinton 

M. Pattea Gallery at the Museum. 

   Betsy Carrie of Mary Kay will be supplying small items for sale that will be perfect stocking  

stuffers for your special someone. 

   The River Bank Store will also be festively decorated with many new items for sale.  Come shop 

from 1 ð 4, Tuesday through Saturday, from the end of November to December 24!  Diane and 

Stephen Jones welcome you to their Winter Wonderland where you will see many inspiring items 

for your many gifts.  

HOLIDAY HOME TOURHOLIDAY HOME TOUR -  Sunday, December 6, 4 ð 7 pm 

 

   Tickets are $15.00 each; tickets and tour maps are available at the Museum, CSI Printing, 

Grecian Hair Salon, Gridleyõs, Kay Kinderõs Fountain Fashions and Sami Fine Jewelry.  Children 

12 and under are free. This is an amazing Holiday Home and Lighting Tour.  We invite YOU to 

Join US.   

   We are very grateful to the following homeowners who will be welcoming us on December 

6:  Mary Celeste Gall , Laura Harvey , Anna & Guy Loisi , Tait &  Michele Elkie , Rick 

and Aimee Davis  and Fountain View Village .  


