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Fountain Hills :: 

 Joe Arpaio,  

Dan Foster  

Linda Kavanagh  

Wally Nichols  

Mike Scharnow  

Rio Verde:   

 Jim Urban  

   In addition to the induction, we have 

booked an outstanding musical group to 

provide entertainment prior to dinner 

and one of the funniest comedians in Ari-

zona to entertain us after dinner.  This 

event also marks the 6th birthday of our 

River of Time Museum!  We hope that 

many more of you will be able to attend 

this Hall of Fame Dinner with this new 

format.   
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   The menu will be special too.  We will 

enjoy a salad, a slice of filet with red 

roasted garlic potatoes, bean melody and 

cheesecake with fresh strawberries for 

dessert.  Because this menu will be a little 

more elaborate than our usual dinner, the 

cost is $25 per person.  For this event, we 

must ask you for advance reservations 

and payment.  Please send in your reser-

vation and your check payable to the River 

of Time Museum Foundation no later than 

March 9th.  Mail your check to the River of 

Time Foundation, P.O. Box 17445, Foun-

tain Hills 85269.   

   The reception will begin at 6:00 pm with 

dinner at 7:00 pm at the Fountain Hills 

Community Center, 13001 N. La Montana 

Drive, Fountain Hills.  

   We are grateful to several individuals 

and businesses who donated money to 

this event to make it an exceptional eve-

ning.  A special thank you to Fred and 

Barb Hansen, Hank and  Susan Lick-

man, Jerry and Jackie Miles, John and 

Jane Mooty, Bob Sternfels, Bob and 

Diane Thomson, Fort McDowell 

Yavapai Materials and Top Shelf 

Structures LLC.  

   Plan on joining us for this very special 

evening and meet and congratulate this 

yearõs outstanding inductees. 

Dates of Interest : 

¶ Mar 2, Mon, 1:00 pm 

Volunteersõ Meeting 

¶ Mar 14, Sat,  
10:30 am-6:30 pm 

St. Patrickõs Day Event 

¶ Mar 18, Wed, 6-9 pm 
Historical Society Dinner 

òLower Verde Valley  

Hall of Fameó 

¶ Mar 21, Sat, 1-4 pm 

Carlos Hadaway òArizona 

Kidó Tour 

¶ May 27, Wed, 6-9 pm 

Historical Society Dinner 
òEscape from Death Valleyó 

L. Alan Cruikshank 

Lower Verde River Valley  

Hall of Fame Dinner  

   The March dinner meeting will 

be a very special one for our 

members and friends.  The River 

of Time Museum Foundation is 

sponsoring its Hall of Fame 

event in conjunction with our 

Historical Society.  The Hall of 

Fame dinner annually recognizes 

outstanding community leaders 

from Fountain Hills, Fort 

McDowell and Rio Verde.  At 

this 6th annual Hall of Fame Din-

ner the following inductees will 

be named: 

 

Fort McDowell:   

 Harry Jones  (will be 

 honored posthumously) 

Fountain Hills & Lower Verde River Valley  

MUSEUM & HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

River of Time Museum 



 

   We are very pleased to announce that we have a new member on our Board of Directors.  Art Tolis  of Commu-

nity Bank has agreed to come on board and help us reach our goals.  Art also facilitated a $1,000 donation from the 

Fountain Hills Realtors Marketing Group for a new flat screen television set for the Museumõs Orientation Room.  Our 

archaic huge monitor will now be replaced with state-of-the-art equipment.  Derrick Moore , owner of the new Sears 

franchise in Fountain Hills, also participated in the new look for our orientation room.  He donated the bracket and the 

installation for the new flat screen TV.  The official presentation of a check will take place on March 4 when all the real-

tors who participated in this fund raising effort are invited to the Museum for a reception.  We hope to have our Time 

Travelers available to be our docents for the evening.  We are extremely grateful for this wonderful gift to our  

Museum. 

   The River of Time Museum will soon have a new look.  For several years we have been raising money to redo the 

lobby wall and entrance to our Museum.  People come into the lobby and head right into the Library not even realizing 

that a delightful Museum is within touching distance!   

   With the recent receipt of a check from the Fort McDowell Casino, we are now able to sign a contract with our 

designer and begin construction of a new òfaceó to the museum.  The money from the Casino coupled with money 

from the Sunridge Foundation (now the Community Foundation), Jack Bercelõs donation of carpentry, many private 

donations and other fund raising activities, will turn our dream into a reality and make our kiosk more visible to the 

public.  Youõll see the changes occurring in the near future. 

   If you havenõt taken the time to visit our kiosk, please do so when you next come to the Museum/Library building.  

Among other things, the kiosk contains pictures and short biographies of all of the Hall of Fame Members who have 

done so much for our special area of Arizona.  It also contains a visual tour of the museum and other interesting  

features.   

   My husband and I along with Verna Alexander (pictured below) and several 

members of the Historical Society joined with other interested people to travel 

by rail through the Verde Canyon on a one day trip arranged by Hank and Rox-

anne Boryczki  of Arizona Trails and Daybreak Travel.  The day was a beautiful 

Arizona day and we thoroughly enjoyed the ride by motor coach from Fountain 

Hills to Clarkdale where we boarded the first class railway car for the four hour 

trip to Perkinsville and back ð a gorgeous ride through red rock country.  We all 

enjoyed a box lunch and lots of horsõ oeuvres as we gazed out at one of the 

beautiful sites in our state.  Everyone was excited to see eagles in their nest not 

far from the tracks.  Before  

leaving the area to head home to 

Fountain Hills, we stopped at Mur-

phyõs Grill and enjoyed a private buf-

fet dinner.  All in all it was a perfect relaxing day and one we will long re-

member.  A few days later Roxanne sent me an e-mail that the trip had 

raised $575 for the museum.  What wonderful news and such a help as we 

work to keep our museum doors open and our exhibits interesting.    Ari-

zona Trails is planning other fund raising trips for the River of Time Mu-

seum.  I would certainly encourage all of you to participate in them.  They 

are professionally planned and I know my husband and I look forward to 

more days like this one.  Weõll let you know when plans are finalized.   
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BOARD 

MEMBERS  

 

 Niobe Borman  Stephen Jones  Keith Millett  Art Tolis

 Teena Borman  Linda Kavanagh  Sandy Myhr  Barbara Wyman 

 Alan Cruikshank  Jean Linzer  Kurt Pare  ́

 Arlie Denomme  Keith McMahan  Clinton Pattea 

 

SOCIETY BOARD OFFICERS 

         President                    Debbie Skehen      

       Vice President        Anne Wicklund    Executive  Director  
       Secretary        Walt Dunne       Judy Starr Confer  

       Treasurer         Jerry Miles  
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     2009 was off to a big start with Pony Express Day under Chairperson Niobe Borman . Gwen 
Laskeôs Bake Sale was another great success.  The exceptional Borman family contributed in many 
ways to assist ñGrandmaò Niobe from T-shirt design to music.  Scott Hallock also stepped in to assist 
when musician Kris Albertson was waylaid in the desert a few hours.  Thanks to all.  Greeting the 
Hashknife Riders as they deliver the mail is becoming a Fountain Hills tradition.  Vice-Mayor Henry 
Leger  declared Thursday January 29, 2009 as Pony Express Day and it is so recorded in the Town 
Council minutes.  He presented a copy of the proclamation to the Museum for our archives. 
 
   The Fort McDowell Yavapai Nation hosted the 2nd Annual Charity Poker Tournament on January 31.  
This event is the brain child of Board Member President Clinton M. Pattea .  Chairperson Linda 
Kavanagh  and her committee of Arlie and Harold Denomme , Sandy Myhr , Kurt Pareô, Joe and 
Debbie Skehen , and Anne and Wayne Wicklund  deserve well-earned kudos!  Thanks, Sheriff Joe , 
for being our celebrity guest.  Casino General Manager Robert Kingsley  and Poker Room Manager 
Mike Byrne  have approved the date of Saturday, January 30, 2010 ï Super Bowl Saturday ï for next 
yearôs third tournament.    
 
   The Museum thanks all who participated in these events as spectators, players and sponsors.  All of 
your generosity of time as well as money keeps us afloat! 
 
   The February 5 Town Council meeting was attended by myself and Rex Witte  where we presented 
the plans for the lobby entrance wall to the L. Alan Cruikshank River of Time Museum.  After viewing 
Rexôs power point, the council unanimously approved the project.  This will be a huge addition to the 
lobby, financed by Prop. 202 grant money from Fort McDowell and individual donations from many 
Hall of Fame members as well as interested individuals, and grants from the Community Foundation 
and the former Sunridge Foundation. 
 
    Congratulations to the 2009 inductees to the Hall of Fame who are identified on page 1 of this 
newsletter.   



 

 Welcome   NEW MEMBERS   

Elizabeth Elizabeth Bugg, Shirley Dupreô, Patty Stuart and Gary Dee, and Art and Ivy Tolis 
 

~~~~~  Membership Gifts for 2009  ~~~~~  

We Thank You One And All  

 

Trailblazer Level:  

     $2,500+  

 

 

Adventurer Level :   

     $1,000-2499 

 

 

 

Pioneer Level :   

     $500-999 

 

 

Wagonmaster Level :   

     $250-499 

 

 

 

Pathfinder Level:    

     $100-249 

Carl and Eunice Feinberg 

Fred & Barbara Hansen 

 

Richard M. Carrabine 

Walt Dunne 

Robert & Barbara Hegwood 

Elert & Chris Johnson 

Agnes Kramer 

 

Loretta Bayne 

John & Roseanna Bercel 

Jean & Doris Boatman  

Bob & Linda Burns 

Craig & Jeanine Capirchio 

Harold & Arlie Denomme 

Clara Dolan 

Bill & Shirley Eckhardt  

Helen Felts 

Lee & Shirley Fisher 

 

 

William & Lois Grate 

Bruce & Cassie Hansen 

Harold & June Hayer 

Pat Hemmer 

Jim & Betty Isaacson  

Ed & Dolores Kehe 

Jon & Diana Klesner 

Shelly Knuths 

Allen & Sharon Koehlinger 

Robert & Marcia Krane 

Ken & Phyllis Osterberg 

Clinton  & Rosiebelle Pattea 

David & Marilyn Ritchie  

Richard & Virginia Siegle 

Val Stasik 

Earl & Ann Stavely 

James & Roberta Urban 

Tom & Pat Wells 

 

Sami Jack 

Mary Zicarelli 

 

Hank & Susan Lickman  

Robert & Joan Lickman 

Jerry & Jackie Miles  

Robert Sternfels  

Robert & Diane Thomson  

Volume 21, Issue  2 

Membership Report and Upgrades by Joe & Debbie Skehen  
 

Page 4 

Alan & Diane Cruikshank 

Hosea & Lily Harkness 

Sami Jack 

 

Marvin & Darline Leader  

Jean Linzer 

Bill & Sally Mantle 

John & Denise McCarthy 

Merritt & Joan Miller  

Velma Monks 

James & Sharon Morgan  

Roald & Ruth Nelson 

Wally & Sheila Nichols 
 

John Van Der Werf  & daughter Barbara Russo 

John & Jane Mooty  

John & Linda Kavanagh 

Joe & Debbie Skehen 
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Did you know ~ ~ ~ 

That the first permanent white settlement in Arizona 

began in 1752 near Tubac 
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   The January 31st day at the Fort McDowell Casino was a busy day for 

many Museum volunteers.  The Poker Room filled to the brim as the play-

ers arrived and we got this picture of Joel Prelog  of Fountain Hills after 

he won several prizes, including the Amethyst ear rings donated by Sami 

Fine Jewelry.  Sami also graciously hosted a poker training session at her 

store prior to the event so those of us who didnõt know how to play, 

could learn and participate in the tournament.  The first place winner was 

awarded a seat at the World Series of Poker championship in Las Vegas.   

Many other monetary prizes were given out as were raffle ticket prizes.  It 

was a fun day.  Why not think about joining in next year? 

 

 

       

 

Sheriff Joe Arpaio , one of this yearõs Hall of Fame inductees, cut the rib-

bon to open the tournament and stayed to autograph his famous pink under-

wear.  He is pictured here with 

his wife Ava , and some of his 

staff. 

 

   This fundraiser is a big money-

maker for the museum and you 

all know that funds are needed to 

further our educational outreach 

programs, to bring in new travel-

ing exhibits, to better fund the upkeep of our current pieces, and to 

bring in interesting speakers for our dinner meetings.  

 

   Many people were involved in the success of this event, but it was Linda Kavanagh  who made it all 

work!  

 

 

Poker Tournament  


